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Addressing PG&E’s Unsafe, Unsuccessful and Inadequate Wildfire Mitigation Plan (WMP)

 This paper demonstrates that on a Cost Benefit basis, it is significantly more efficient to replace bare wire 
conductors, than to spend billions of dollars on vegetation management. Enhanced Vegetation Management 
(EVM) has a cost greater on a mile-to-mile basis than the replacement cost of bare wire with covered 
conductors. Here we compare two Utilities, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) and Southern California Edison (SCE), 
their philosophies of how to handle drivers of ignition and the cost of their solutions. Beyond that, PG&E's 
projected cost for line replacement of one million dollars a mile is more than double the actual real world cost: 
Southern California Edison has shown by modernization, that installing covered conductor can be done for $428K
per mile. PG&E has proven that performing non-modernized Enhanced Vegetation Management costs $494K per
mile. 

 PG&E's solution to protect its lines (EVM) only addresses 25% of all ignition drivers. SCE's solution (replacing 
aging lines with covered conductors) solves up to 90% of all causes of ignition. It is obvious which solution  
provides greater safety and reliability, while preventing environmental degradation.

 Wildfire safety for a utility is of paramount importance. PG&E’s business practices have been failing the mandate 
to provide a safe and reliable system for decades. This is due to the excessive expense of a program which cannot
achieve its stated goals. As a business, its current handling of wildfire mitigation can only be assessed as a long-
term failure. PG&E should be addressing all drivers of wildfire ignition; however, the majority of its monies is 
only going to one, and that pathway is so repeatedly expensive for the protection of bare line conductors, as to 
guarantee failure. 

 This paper is supported by analyses from the Wildfire Safety Division (WSD), the Wildfire Safety Advisory Board 
(WSAB), the CPUC, this state’s other Investor Owned Utilities (IOU’s), Southern California Edison (SCE) and San 
Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E). 

 “PG&E accepts and acknowledges that, with respect to wildfire mitigation measures, there are certain areas in 
which SDG&E and SCE are more advanced than PG&E.”1 These mitigations are superior to any vegetation 
management.

 PG&E is spending billions of dollars on a driver that only mitigates 5 fires out of 440 a year, creating a repeatable 
pathway to bankruptcy while failing to address the real problem (p.3). They are spending huge amounts of 
money to address a driver of ignition which addresses at most 35% of all ignitions. Compare that with triple 
layered covered conductor, which addresses a prevention of up to 90% of all ignitions. PG&E for all it does is still 
left with an aging system.

The charts below are from the Wildfire Safety Division (WSD) “Draft Guidance Resolution WSD-002, May, 2020,” except
Chart 4, 31.1, which is from PG&E’s “Wildfire Mitigation Plan Report,” February 28, 2020. What they show is that 
PG&E’s historic narrow focus is a waste of money, and of limited, unproven efficacy in reducing wildfires. WSD charts 
compare PG&E with SCE and SDG&E.

1CASE 3:14-cr-00175-WHA  Document 1022 1022.Pitre-and-Campora's-Comments-on-Accuracy-of-PG-E's-Response-(Part-1).pdf 
Page 45 line 24
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Chart 1: Wildfire Safety Division (WSD) “Draft Guidance Resolution WSD-002” (336461968.pdf), p.118, May, 2020

Chart 1 shows sources of ignition, with only 25% attributed to vegetation contact by PG&E. It shows that PG&E's vegetation ignitions 
are almost double versus the other IOU’s. Most ignitions are within PG&E's forested regions, where thousands of circuit miles are 
antiquated bare copper wire. (Liberty Consulting Group, Study of Risk Assessment and PG&E’s GRC, May 6, 2013)  We don't know 
how many of their ignitions are from failed splices igniting ground vegetation but that may be reflected in the Conductor Failure 
numbers. Pictures from the Tubbs Fire show initial cause was not trees catching fire, but the grass along the highway, something arc-
fault interrupters (computerized circuit breakers) would have handled, even with antiquated conductor. Steel-core, triple insulated 
cable would have prevented ignition in the first place.

In analyzing PG&E’s section of the chart, you will see that 75% of the ignition drivers are unrelated to vegetation. The effort to 
control Vegetation Contact through Enhanced Vegetation Management (EVM) and expanded inspections, is taking over $1.45 
billion annually, while only reducing ignitions by an average of 5 per year out of 440. This is less than a 5% improvement over 
three years, while being ineffective for any other ignition causes. (See following Charts.) 

Yet, the WSD and the CPUC are allowing PG&E to continue in this manner rather than requiring alternative solutions, specifically 
upgrading its systems. Such upgrades must be effective on all on all ignition drivers, this is being better accomplished by the two 
other major IOU’s and include the following: replacing bare distribution cable with steel core, triple insulated conductor (as done by 
Southern California Edison (SCE)), the installation of computerized circuit breakers for immediate protection from arcing broken cable
(as done by San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E)), or even installing spacer wire for significantly improved strength and safety at 
relatively lower cost (about $100,000/mile, plus installation, per Hendricks Spacer Cable and Services for Norman Utilities LLC in New
Hampshire). 

SCE has committed to replacing all its distribution cable at a rate of over three times PG&E’s Wildfire Mitigation Plan (WMP). SDG&E 
has greater than 60% of its system underground, hence the very low Average Annual Ignitions; it went underground rather than 
replacing miles of wires. Significantly, in contrast to PG&E, they are rapidly installing computerized circuit breakers to improve their 
safety on the remaining 40% of its system.

CHART 2 NEXT PAGE
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CHART 2 shows a meager 5% reduction in projected ignitions by PG&E under its vegetation focused plan. Worth noting, 
PG&E will be spending over $4 billion in the period between 2020 and 2022, for vegetation management alone (see 
Resource Allocations, Chart 4). Thus, it takes $1.3 billion per year to achieve a reduction of barely 5 fires per year, out of 
459 projected fires per year. Southern California Edison (SCE) is projecting a 75% reduction in the 2019-2022 period. That
is reduction of 86 fires out of a current level of 115 per year. San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) has 14 total ignitions per 
year, currently. This is the result of over 60% of their system circuits being undergrounded, hardening of their overhead 
wires, and on-going installation of arc fault interrupters (computerized circuit breakers).

This failure guarantees that PG&E will be forced to depend upon Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) to protect its 
antiquated system. PSPS, however, is not the answer they thought it could be, as demonstrated by the January 18-19, 
2021 fires and lengthy outages caused during the high winds in the Santa Cruz Coastal Mountains, in spite of PSPS in 
the area. (https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/01/19/fire-santa-cruz-county-evacuations-aptos-hills-larkin-valley/)

CHART 3, NEXT PAGE
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CHART 3 This is PG&E data from their 2020 Wildfire Mitigation Plan. (The WSD has based Chart 2 on this data.) 
Look closely at the Contact from Object section, and the “Number of Ignitions (Mitigated)” column. Subtract the number 
of ignitions projected each year from the year before to reach the average 5 mitigations per year), at a cost of over $2 
billion per year. NOTE THE OTHER TYPES OF EQUIPMENT AND THEIR PROJECTED FAILURES: balloon and animal contacts, 
though less frequent, have double the likelihood of causing a wildfire than “vegetation.” (Further note that the 
“Conductor Failure-wires down” data is the same for four years, and then “Not Available” (NA) after that because PG&E’s
record keeping is not granular enough. (Poor record keeping is an on-going problem with PG&E’s data.)

CHART 4, NEXT PAGE
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CHART 4  The cost per overhead High Fire-Threat District (HFTD) circuit mile

Even though the amounts are almost the same, there is a great difference. PG&E is spending empty calories for its EVM, 
amounting to billions of dollars, but not adding worth to its physical system. SCE on the other hand, is hardening its 
system, adding worth year after year. Even more interesting is that SCE has recently published an estimate of how much 
it costs to steel core-triple insulate its lines --$428K per mile. This is far less than PG&E’s claimed costs. It is an investment
which will pay off for SCE in the coming decades, with far less maintenance cost coupled with greater safety, including 
wildfire protection, fewer electrocutions, and protection from all causes of ignitions -- and they are justifiably proud of it.
Another way to look at this, PG&E's Table 3.4b (p.6) shows that Enhanced Vegetation Management (EVM) costs 
consumes 24 percent of PG&E's total spend. That works out to 24/28 or 86 percent PG&E's total allocation for 
“Vegetation management and inspections” . The result is 86% of total expenditures for Vegetation Management are 
being spent for a mitigation of a 25% ignition driver., Vegetation Contact (Chart 1). 

For 2020, PG&E completed 1878 EVM miles (p.7). If PGE had kept to its budget, EVM cost per circuit mile would have 
been  $3,171M x .24/(1878 circuit miles) = $405K/circuit mile. But PG&E didn't keep to its budget.

CHART FIVE, NEXT PAGE  
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CHART 5 shows PG&E's vegetation planned spend is 28% of total spend for years 2020-2022. Grid design and system 
hardening is 53% of planned spend. This value is in light of what actually has been accomplished, which is deeply 
disturbing. For decades, PG&E has consistently specified vegetation management as solution to their problems. Hence, it
fails the mandate to provide a SAFE and RELIABLE system. Instead, with a system of bare wires, antiquated age, and 
thousands of pole attachments and line splices which will necessarily fail, it spends millions annually removing healthy, 
mature trees at enormous cost and enormous environmental damage, for little benefit. It is certainly not an upgrade to a
modern system. 

Not only has PG&E’s 53% hardening expense been equaled, it is woefully short of SCE's 70% projected spending and 
conductor replacement mileage in the same period. PG&E’s monies allocated for 2000 miles in this period, have resulted 
in 370 miles of hardening with covered conductors in 2020, and even that low figure is debatable. The difference 
between what they claim in their rate case (2,000) and their actual (370), is systemic in their language in a multitude of 
documentation. The percentage of cost for vegetation management by PG&E is 6 times that of SCE. In contrast, PG&E’s
percentage spending on system hardening is not only significantly less than the other large Investor Owned Utilities 
(IOU’s), it fails to prioritize modernization of its system by replacing bare line conductors (with less than 400 miles 
planned yearly for replacement, almost half of SCE's projected mileage).
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Calculated Cost per Mile for Enhanced Vegetation Management and Enhanced Inspection 

Note     Amounts   Reference found Online
1. $2645M Total Vegetation Maintenance and inspection Figure 3.3a in 336461968.pdf
2. $229M Routine VM (RVM) projected spend for full year 2020 in ELEC_5951-E.pdf 
3. $319M EVM (Enhanced Vegetation Management) full year in ELEC_5951-E.pdf
4. $416M EVM spend by end of August 2020 in ELEC_5951-E.pdf
5. $494M RVM spend by end of August 2020 in ELEC_5951-E.pdf
6. 1878 EVM miles completed by end of 2020 in 2021-Wildfire-Safety-Plan.pdf
7. 15% Remediation of at-risk species EVM Figure 3.4b  in 336461968.pdf
8. 6% Detailed inspection of vegetation Figure 3.4b in 336461968.pdf 
9. $1451M Total Cost of VM by end of 2020 in 2021-Wildfire-Safety-Plan.pdf

$229M + $319M = $548M  (Total projected spend for RVM and EVM 2020) [2][3]
$548M x 3 = $1644M (Total cost for 3 year period  for RVM and EVM 2020-2022)

$2645M - $1644 = $1001M (cost for 3 years of vegetation inspection, non-VM) [1]
$1001M/3 = $333M   (spend per year for vegetation inspection) 

8/12 = .67 (67, percent of months in the year-to-date, as of end of Aug. 2020)

$416M = Real cost reported for Enhanced Vegetation Management as of August 31 [4]
$494M = Real cost reported for Routine Vegetation Management as of August 31 [5]

$416M/.67 = $621M (new projected cost of EVM for whole year) [4]
$494M/.67 = $737M (new projected cost of RVM for whole year) [5]

$621M + $737M = $1358M (Total new projected cost for RVM and EVM as of December 31)
$1358M/$548M = 2.48 (ratio of overspending for RVM and EVM)

$621M/$1358M = .46 (46 percent of projected cost for EVM)
$737M/$1358M = .54 (54 percent of projected cost for RVM) 

$1451M = Total VM as reported in 2021-Wildfire-Safety-Plan[9]
1.068 = Ratio of estimated to reported VM ($1451M/$1358M)
1878 = (EVM, Crews completed 1,878 miles in 2020)[6]

6%/15% = .40 (ratio of spend for inspection of EVM and EVM cost )[7][8]

$663M = 1.068 * $621M (ratio of estimated to real, times estimated EVM)
$265M = $663M x .40  (calculated enhanced inspection spend as a percentage of EVM)

$663M + $265M = $928M (Total spend for EVM and enhanced inspection for 2020)

$928M/1878 miles = $494K/mile (spending per mile for EVM and enhanced inspection for 2020)
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Conclusion from Charts

Vegetation Management (VM) costs 28% of the monies of PG&E’s Wildfire Mitigation Plan (WMP). Vegetation Contact is 
responsible for 25% of ignitions, 75% of known causes of ignition are not addressed by PG&E's VM (see Chart 1, p.2).  
On-going total vegetation management costs are an unnecessary waste of funds when bare line conductors are not 
replaced. PG&E has historically fought modernization.

Additional Documented Cost-Benefit Arguments

Excessive Vegetation Management (VM) Expenditures 

From: https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/electrical-safety/safety-initiatives/system-inspections.page
“In 2020, we plan to inspect more than 15,000 miles of electric lines, including all lines in Tier 3 areas and one-third of 
lines in Tier 2 areas. We inspect infrastructure in non-high fire-threat areas at least every five years.

PG&E’s data is manipulated to confuse. Even so, it is obvious that its vegetation management costs are out of control. In 
PG&E’s Advice 5951-E, October 20, 2020 (to the CPUC), it admits to massive overspending for total vegetation 
management (VM). Its projected total for VM expenditures for 2020 was $548M. 

“The GRC Settlement Agreement, if approved, would adopt an expense amount of $548M for Vegetation Management 
costs in 2020, including both Routine VM  and EVM activities: Routine VM $229M EVM $319M = $548M”

However, their Enhanced Vegetation Management (EVM) costs alone, through August, 2020, came to $416M. Combined 
with the additional $494M spent, in that time, for Routine Vegetation Management (RVM), the total spent far exceeds 
the projected costs for a year. EVM costs for a full year, at the same pace, would reach $621M; RVM would reach $737M.
The grand total reaches $1358M versus real reported $1451M (see page 7). PG&E is spending two and a half times what 
was planned for 2020. This equates to $494K per mile for EVM for 1878 miles completed for the year. Place that against
Southern California Edison's (SCE) cost for hardening a mile is $428K for modernization with covered conductors (p.11).
Another important reason for covered conductors, it reduces fire risk by at least 75% versus at most 35% for EVM.

These figures strongly challenge PG&E's assertion that covered conductor installation is too expensive and costs over 
$1,000,000/mile.

Here is where system hardening estimations comes into the calculations, changing EVM to RVM with up to a 5 year 
maintenance service cycle for covered conductors. 

What the calculations show is that costs for System Hardening are less than for EVM and its associated, on-going costs 
alone.  This is a revealing and remarkable cost analysis. The current cost-benefits are abysmal for Vegetation 
Management, only a 1.4% of their ignitions are mitigated per year (see p.3). For a one-time System Hardening 
$428K/mile cost-benefits are superior in every way. Costs for System Hardening in Tiers 2 and 3, if accelerated, provide 
economies of scale for new installations, lead to significant reduction of on-going equipment maintenance costs, and 
major reductions in all Routine Vegetation Management costs, due to a far-stronger, modern, and a more resilient 
infrastructure. It also shows a benefit for the environment in saving more than 100 million trees which convert CO2 to 
Oxygen, helping to mitigate Climate Change, along with fewer fires and a greener environment – as opposed to an EVM 
which is counter to California’s Climate Change laws. The result of a faster deployment of System Hardening, is a safer 
system, fewer fires and greatly reduced year-after-year costs to rate-payers. 

In addition, EVM never ends while failing to significantly reduce wildfire ignitions, leaving PG&E continuously vulnerable 
to increasing liability and forced usage of Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) with all its devastating economic impacts. 
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PG&E’s Distorted Information

Importantly, determining these costs required the analysis of data that is not in PG&E’s documentation. This is an 
example of PG&E’s typical manipulation of data. The Wildfire Safety Division (WSD) points out in its comments on PG&E’s
2019 WMP that there are many areas where PG&E’s data is incomplete, conflated or otherwise manipulated. For 
example, “PG&E reported all inspection types together, providing no basis for comparison of PG&E to its peers by 
inspection type and making it difficult to determine the effectiveness of PG&E's various inspection types.”4  This meant 
that it became very difficult to differentiate inspection of individual trees by arborists to determine trees for removal, vs 
inspection of circuit lines for defects or age and ready to fail – a crucial distinction. 

Another paragraph states, “A continuing issue from 2019 that persists in 2020 WMPs is the extensive use of non-commit-
tal equivocating language. The prevalent use of equivocating language results in sparse commitment from utilities for 
achieving the intended goal of WMPs – reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfire posed by electrical lines and equip-
ment."  

And “In R.18-10-007, as noted above, the Commission directed the electrical corporations to use metrics that do not sim-
ply count trees trimmed or miles of covered conductor installed, but that measure the effectiveness of these actions in 
mitigating utility-caused wildfire.”

For PG&E, a 5% reduction of mitigated fires over a 4 year period is not demonstrating the reliability or trustworthiness of
its documents and data.

SCE Sets the Standard

Southern California Edison (SCE) is replacing lines with superior covered conductor, with the approval of the CPUC, “the
first large-scale deployment of covered conductor in California to harden the distribution system against extreme weath-
er events and designed to reduce wildfire ignition events”.  Southern California Edison's projected cost for triple covered 
conductors is $428K/mile. It is cheaper to harden their system which protects over 75% of their circuits from wildfires. 
Along with their normal vegetation management (no EVM), over 90% of sources of ignitions are addressed. (see p.11)

PG&E Fails to Respond to Emergency Nature of Increasing Wildfires 
Touting a meager few hundred miles hardened, while counting on PSPS and massive expenditures on EVM to protect us 
from wildfire, PG&E’s accomplishments don’t hold up when the facts are known. PG&E’s Currents article, “PG&E Crews 
Meet the Challenge-- Hardening Infrastructure as They Rebuild in Areas Burned by Wildfires,” posted on December 2, 
2020, is a case in point: “To date, PG&E has completed over 370 miles of hardening work in the field this year – that’s 
370 miles of more resilient and fire-resistant distribution system.”

That statement is not untrue but it is an empty boast. PG&E had set an extremely low goal for distribution cable 
replacement in its 2019 Wildfire Mitigation Plan (to last through 2021), resulting in a disturbingly minimal number of 
miles (370) upgraded in 2020, in face of the following facts: 

 The number of overhead circuit miles, Figure 1.2a (from WSD Report on 2019 WMP) is 25,921 miles of 
distribution line in high fire threat areas. 

 Add transmission lines of 5,448 miles to make 31,369 circuit miles. Much of these, and their related equipment 
and poles/support structures are antiquated and severely degraded.

  In “https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M272/K342/272342923.PDF” 2,713 miles of those 
distribution lines are obsolete bare 6-gauge copper line, critically in need of replacement due to severe 
deterioration and age. PG&E gives no indication of where the replacements will be installed, nor with what type 
of cable will be used (i.e. tree wire vs the far superior SCE, cost-benefit-assessed, steel core/triple insulated 
conductor.). 

 In its current 2020-2022 General Rate Case argument, PG&E promises mitigation through Smart Meters software

4 Resolution WSD-003 WSD/CTJ/gp2 DRAFT
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that will “detect downed wires within minutes.” However, SmartMeters data won’t show if the wires are arcing 
or broken, and therefore a wildfire ignition point, requiring on-site investigation to determine any hazard and 
taking unknown minutes to respond. The time taken respond and inspect the site will allow damaged wires to 
ignite and cause a fire.  

 However, with readily available, well tested, off-the-shelf ready computerized circuit breakers, such as arc fault 
interrupters, that cut the power within a second or so, the danger is eliminated quickly – no matter the cause, 
whether branch or balloon, vehicle or animal, wind or vandalism. It can even give the precise location to PG&E 
so it will take far less time to repair.

PG&E ‘s Slow-moving Infrastructure Improvements

PG&E’s failure in planning and prioritizing decision-making is evident in this statement of its 2020-General-Rate-Case- 
Fact-Sheet-121218.pdf, p.1: “Hardening Wires and Poles: Installing stronger and more resilient poles and covered power 
lines across 2,000 miles of high fire-risk areas.” PG&E obviously wants the CPUC to be impressed by this inadequate 
number. 

Significantly, that 2,000 miles of hardening will take place over three years, while there is a total of 25,921 miles of 
distribution lines in high-fire threat areas. After 2020, the first year with the increased Rate Case income, PG&E touted 
replacing 370 miles. (Only about 25,551 miles to go.) In previous documents, PG&E claimed that there are only 7,100 
miles of wire that needs hardening and it would take ten years. Later, PG&E stated that there were 2,713 of obsolete 
bare #6 copper wire conductor in  Tier 2 and 3 High Fire-Threat areas. This is out of a total of 22,000 miles of bare #6 
copper wire system-wide as presented in CPUC’s Study of Risk Assessment by Liberty Consulting, 2013). At 2,000 miles in 
three years, it will be almost a decade to replace that bare copper wire alone, based on PG&E’s own information. There 
are many other unsafe wire types requiring replacement but there is no way to tell what wires PG&E will focus on, nor 
where, nor how much. 

Without major changes in priorities, it will take far more money to “protect” degraded wires over time, by cutting down 
trees, than replacing the wires would cost. This does not account for the reduction of Routine Vegetation trimming (the 
4-foot radial trim requirement) when it is reduced to a 6-inch radial trim with such covered conductor. 

See SCE approach to system hardening in pages 3, and next page 11.

From: “SCE 2021 WMP Update.pdf”
“SCE has already seen real-world success from covered conductor. For example, when a vehicle hit a pole
and caused energized 16kV covered conductor to fall into adjacent trees, no fault or ignition occurred.”

We also learned some success stories of covered conductor that prevented wildfire ignitions from United Power in 
Colorado, From: “Feb. 27th Workshop SCE Covered Conductor Presentation.pdf”

“United Power has experienced wildfires in years past in the forested area, typically in high elevation of Colorado.  To 
mitigate this issue, United Power installed covered conductor on spacer configuration due to compact right-of-way.
United Power received a notification from the forest services tree fall on line after a wind storm on Fall 2018
United responded to the site and removed the tree, found the covered conductor intact, with no interruption or wildfire 
ignition.  The manager at United Power reflected that this wind storm event would have resulted in a wire down event, 
and possibly a wildfire ignition if the tree fell on bare conductor span.”

Southern California Edison (SCE) is replacing lines with superior covered conductor, with the approval of the CPUC, “the
first large-scale deployment of covered conductor in California to harden their distribution system against extreme 
weather events and designed to reduce wildfire ignition events,” as this article explains:
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CPUC Oks the Largest Rollout of Covered Conductor
Modern Insulated Lines More Effective Than Traditional Tree Wire Proponents Say
By Hudson Sangree
April 21, 2020
RTO Insider

The California Public Utilities Commission on Thursday approved Southern California Edison's ambitious plan to install 
nearly 600 miles of covered conductor to prevent its higher-voltage distribution lines from starting wildfires. The move 
comes after devastating utility-sparked fires swept Northern and Southern California in 2017 and 2018, causing the state 
and utilities to rethink prevention efforts.

Covered conductor, with layers of insulation to protect it from sparking vegetation, is one of the main tools that utilities 
plan to use in fire-prone areas.

SCE's Wildfire Covered Conductor Program would replace bare wires with insulated ones across a sizable slice of its 
service territory. This is the first large-scale deployment of covered conductor in California to harden the distribution 
system against extreme weather events and designed to reduce wildfire ignition events. 

Administrative Law Judge Robert Haga wrote in a proposed decision that the commission adopted unanimously, without 
discussion as one of the items on its consent agenda. In its ruling. the commission accepted a settlement between its 
Public Advocate's Office consumer groups and SCE, granting the utility more than $407 million for its Grid Safety and 
Resiliency Program, including nearly $285 million to install 592 circuit miles of covered conductor representing about 6% 
of SCE's primary distribution lines (typically rated at 12 to 16 kV) in high-risk fire areas.

SCE estimated a cost of $428,000 per circuit mile, including replacing wooden poles with stronger composite ones and 
installing fiberglass crossarms as needed.

High-voltage transmission lines have been blamed for sparking some of the worst fires in recent years. including the 2018
Camp Fire, the state's deadliest and most-destructive blaze. A Pacific Gas and Electric line fell from a broken C-hook, 
igniting dry vegetation, state fire investigators found.

Distribution lines have been less prone to starting major fires. But SCE said that from 2015 to 2017, its distribution lines 
in high-risk regions sparked at least 132 fires large enough to report to the CPUC. The utility said 22 of the fires were 
started by lines contacting vegetation. more than any other identifiable cause. “All else [being] equal, there was a 
relatively greater likelihood that a vegetation-related fault was ultimately associated with a fire event” SCE said in 
written testimony to the CPUC in September 2018 that urged it to approve rate increases to fund its fire-prevention 
efforts, including covered conductor.

SCE said the covered conductor now used is a big improvement over traditional tree wire that had one layer of low-
density polyethylene insulation. Today's wire, the new standard, has three layers, an outer coating of high-density 
polyethylene, an inner wrapping of cross-link polyethylene, and a semi-conducting sleeve wrapped around aluminum or 
copper wires. The old covered conductor was heavy, required careful handling to avoid damage, and reduced load 
capacity because it heated up without the cooling properties of bare wire. It also was subject to degradation from the 
sun's ultraviolet rays. SCE said.

The new insulated conductor is lighter but still weighs more than bare wire. It catches the wind because of its added bulk
and needs stronger poles and cross arms. It also takes longer to install, said Brian Wilbur, electrical service manager with 
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. Wilbur made his case in a separate meeting Wednesday of the CPUC's 
Wildfire Safety Advisory Board. a group created last year to advise the commission's new Wildfire Safety Division. 

Wilbur said LADWP is using covered conductor in high fire-risk areas. "Covered conductors or tree wire is certainly 
nothing new to the industry,” Wilbur said. "But the advancement of the technology used today has made tree wire a 
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viable solution in a lot of areas. The old tree wire that we used — that we've had in the systems for a long time — was 
heavy. required more robust construction techniques, had reduced loading capabilities and was very difficult to work 
with. Today's tree wire is essentially a stronger construction material, and a lighter installation available on these 
conductors is becoming a great solution where other mitigating measures are not possible.”

“Covered conductor is being used with along with vegetation management, composite poles, fiberglass crossarms and 
other measures”, he told the board. “The conductor adds an additional layer of safety.” he said. "One of the major things 
that we learned from the past wildfires is that even the most thorough vegetation management plan may not prevent 
branches from being blown into lines from an untrimmed palm tree on private property 50 feet away from our lines”, 
Wilbur said. “They can still dislodge, blow long distances and wreak havoc on our system.”  "Covered conductors and 
resilient construction materials are critical in the high-fire-threat area …” prevent these hazards” he said.  

End-of -article.

Prepared Testimony in Support of Southern California Edison Company’s Application for Approval of Its Grid Safety 
and Resiliency Program – Annotated (September 10, 2018, p. 35)

“Given the significance of contact from objects as a cause of fire ignitions, SCE evaluated a number of potential risk miti-
gation measures focused on: (1) reducing the population of potential objects (i.e., reducing tree branches, metallic bal-
loons, animals, etc. near overhead lines); and (2) designing the system to be able to withstand such contact without 
leading to a fire ignition. Regarding the first approach, enhanced vegetation management practices can further reduce 
the likelihood that vegetation will contact overhead distribution system by increasing clearances and removing even 
more trees.  But this approach has limitations, including the utility’s limited ability to increase clearances in certain   
areas, the fact that wind can often blow debris into lines from significant distances despite appropriate clearances to 
nearby trees, and that taller trees can fall onto lines even when located well outside of the utility’s right of way. Thus, 
SCE also evaluated mitigation measures focused on the second approach (withstanding contact), concluding that    
covered conductor is the most feasible mitigation solution for fault and ignition prevention.”

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Norcutt, Santa Cruz County; Senior Systems Programmer, retired; Recipient 2019 Hammer-Marcum Award.
Nancy B. Macy, Santa Cruz County; M.A.T.; Chair, Valley Women’s Club’s Environmental Committee for the San Lorenzo Valley; 
Director SLV Redemption/Recycling Centers and College Professor, retired; founding President, Valley Women’s Club of SLV.
Kevin Collins, Santa Cruz County; B.A. Political Science, CA Licensed General Building Contractor; Author/Complainant CPUC 
Adjudicatory Complaint, C.18-09-011 filed 9-17-18; Co-founder, Lompico Watershed Conservancy.
Dan Courtney, Tuolumne County; Trustee, The Jacqueline Courtney Trust; Landowner.
Jodi Frediani, Santa Cruz County; Wildlife Photographer; Environmental Consultant and Sierra Club Consultant, retired; Executive 
Director-Central Coast Forest Watch, retired.
Robin McCollum, Butte County; Certified ISA Arborist and Urban Forester; Wildland Firefighter; Chair of Chico Tree Advocates; Butte 
County Public Works Tree Crew Supervisor, retired.
Julie Wuest, Santa Cruz County; Board Member, Valley Women’s Club of San Lorenzo Valley; Member, VWC Environmental 
Committee for SLV
Jennifer Gomez, Santa Cruz County; Board Member, Valley Women’s Club of San Lorenzo Valley; Member, VWC Environmental 
Committee; Member, Santa Cruz County Fish and Wildlife Commission.
Brackin Andrews, Santa Cruz County; Quality Engineer, Retired; Member, VWC Environmental Committee for SLV.
Kristen Sandel, Santa Cruz County; B.A. Studio Arts; Member, VWC Environmental Committee for the SLV; Climate Activist.
Jeanne Wetzel Chinn, Mendocino County; M.S. Environmental Management; Chair, Ukiah’s Western Hills Fire Safe Council; CA 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, retired; former Board Member and Chair, Conservation Affairs Committee-Bay Area Chapter-The 
Wildlife Society. 
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